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Leading and Learning

Congratulations to the newly elected leaders of the Somers Intermediate School Student Council, Ava
Kovalyk (vice president) and Henry Sposito (president).

Somers High School seniors Peyton DiSiena and Kaitlyn DeRosa have been named National Student
Council Distinguished Student Leaders by the National Student Council and the National Association of
Secondary School Principals.

https://vimeo.com/user60218906/review/423222465/f0830f4a6c


Seven student athletes at Somers High School have committed to play a sport at a Division One college or
university. Top row: Noelle DeMarinis - Columbia University (lacrosse), Jackson Kossow - Fordham
(baseball), Ella Kittredge - College of the Holy Cross (lacrosse), Thomas Deagan - SUNY Albany
(lacrosse)Ava Minisolo - Merrimack College (golf), Isabella Del Vecchio - SUNY Albany (field hockey),
Ashley Moon - University of Pittsburgh (soccer).

Students at the intermediate school made dozens of cards for soldiers overseas in honor of Veterans Day.
All four schools in Somers paid tribute to American troops and veterans. At Primrose, second-grader Emily
Walker brought in her father, retired Sgt. Dave Walker, U.S. Army Airborne Division, to visit with her class
and answer questions about the Army.

Taking DNA for Granted

https://www.facebook.com/scsd.tuskers/posts/2682656338457164


Students working remotely witness DNA separation in real time with the MinIOne chamber and a document
camera.

Students in Daria Louch and Melissa Woolsey’s Project Lead the Way biomedical classes are getting up
close and personal with DNA analysis thanks to a grant awarded to the teachers by Cognitive Consulting.
The grant was offered to educators to support STEAM activities during this time of distance learning and
provided three MiniOne electrophoresis chambers. These MiniOne systems enable students who are
learning remotely to see the process of gel electrophoresis in real-time.
 
“Our traditional apparatus takes much longer to run,” says Louch, who teaches Principles of Biomedical
Science and Human Body Systems, “And you can't see anything while the experiment is running
because you have to stain the gels overnight and then analyze them the next day. For it to be effective,
you really need three consecutive days to run the lab which is impossible given our hybrid schedule.”
 
With these new chambers, the process is faster, and students can watch the DNA as it is separating and
analyze the data in real time. Also assisting in the process are the document cameras recently purchased
by the district to help students at home see more of what is happening in classrooms.
 
“The kids really enjoyed the lab,” says Louch, “So this grant enabled us to help maintain some of the
hands-on aspects of science class during the pandemic.”
 
In addition to the MiniOne systems, the company also offered two $1000 scholarship opportunities for
Somers students.

Use Your Screen for Screening

Over the last two weeks, parents and staff have begun using
a new tool called ParentSquare for daily COVID-19
screening.

ParentSquare allows families to submit health screenings for
multiple children at one time, with just a few clicks. The form
can be filled out on the Parent Square website, or on an app
on a smart phone.

The health screening tool is just one of many useful
communication features on Parent Square. Others include
immediate translation services and newsletter templates.

“The translation tool is going to be essential for our Somers
families who typically don’t speak English at home,” says
Director of Technology Kim Blau. “Messages from the district can be automatically translated to the
family’s primary language.”

Eventually the district will be sending much of its communications through the ParentSquare platform.

MYP Moving Forward



Middle Years Programme Coordinators Jenna Schettino (left), Erin Stewart (right), and International
Baccalaureate Coordinator Alison Scanlon pictured here before the COVID-19 crisis.

The planning and implementation of the Middle Years Programme (MYP) in the Somers Central School
District is moving forward, despite how the pandemic has effected school this year. The district’s
commitment to MYP and the International Baccalaureate Programme remains strong, and the MYP
coordinators have been working with the Learning Office to shift the timeline of transitioning grades six
through ten to the program.

“We are on a delay of implementation, not a pause,” says Somers Middle School MYP Coordinator,
Jenna Schettino. “We are continuing to infuse elements and concepts of MYP into our lessons.”

At the middle school, the MYP Professional Learning Team of Schettino, the learning coach, library media
specialist, at least one teacher from each department, and both building and district administrators,
expects to apply for MYP authorization in the spring of 2022, which is about 15 months later than
originally planned. Professional learning related to MYP will continue throughout the school year with a
focus on Approaches to Learning, which are skills designed to enable students to “learn how to learn” and
“think about their thinking.” They also apply across all curriculum areas and provide a consistent set of
skills and vernacular for students. Additionally, the MYP Professional Learning Team is engaged in a
book study focusing on Conceptual Learning and Understanding, which is a cornerstone of the MYP
framework.

At the high school, MYP coordinator Erin Stewart is grateful to have a mentor at the middle school who
already has a great deal of experience in the MYP application and implementation process.

“We’re still in the learning phase,” says Stewart. “We are sharing information with teachers about MYP in
general and working with department leaders to introduce inquiry and conceptual based learning. It’s a
cultural shift. We need to learn and adopt an entirely new language around education.”  
The high school expects to have an MYP consultation visit in the fall of 2021, with potential full
authorization in the spring of 2024.

Both Schettino and Stewart say they are fortunate for the guidance of Alison Scanlon, IB Coordinator at
the high school. Scanlon says that the current IB Diploma candidates are appreciating their program even
more these days, since they were grouped as a cohort two years ago, and the familiarity made the
transition to hybrid learning easier. Click here to watch the current IB Diploma Candidates explain why
they chose the Programme.

Parent Dashboard Shows School Progress

A new, online dashboard from the New York State
Education Department gives parents access to data on
all New York schools and the progress each is making.
The goal of the site is to help families "be better

https://vimeo.com/478565052/85c9b3f421


informed as they work to advance student
achievement."

Searchable information by school includes academic
growth, spending per student, school climate, as well as
college, career, and civic readiness among students.
Click here to visit the site.

Books Virtually Everywhere

The PTA-sponsored book fairs looked different this year. Usually they are held in the school libraries with
lots of volunteers. The Somers Middle School PTA and the Primrose PTA held virtual book fairs where
families shopped for books from their homes. The SIS PTA held an in-person book fair. The three day
event was held outside and included a shopping afternoon for e-learners. Each PTA is extremely thankful
for all of the volunteers who helped!
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